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W
elcome to 
this edition of 
AGCSA Action. 
I trust you 

are all getting ready for 
another long, hot summer 
– I know I can’t wait for 
those beautiful days of dry 
patch, disease outbreaks 
and hand watering...! The 
year seems to have flown 
by and it will soon be 
Christmas; I am sure time 

speeds up as you get older. 

The Australian Turfgrass Conference in Hobart 
was a huge success and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the delegates who again 
supported the event this year. Also, a big thank you 
to all our fantastic trade members who provided us 
with their support once again to make the event a 
success. Simone Staples, Melissa Wallace and the 
rest of the AGCSA team do a great job in bringing 
these conferences together for the members and 
on behalf of the Board I would like to thank them for 
their hard work and dedication. 

The regional conference is becoming an event 
in its own right and I am confident this format will 
continue to grow in popularity as long as we get 
the appropriate venue and content. The feedback 
we received from delegates in our post conference 
survey was most positive so it seems we are moving 
in the right direction. Our aim is to always provide 
what the majority of the membership requires and 
this was how the Hobart conference programme 
was prepared.

The AGCSA Spring Workshop Series was also 
very well subscribed with over 500 attendees. The 
workshops, presented by Steve Isaac, Director 
of Golf Course Management for the Royal and 
Ancient Golf Club, and the AGCSA’s own Daryl 
Sellar, provided some great information to a 
diverse audience that consisted of 40 per cent 
superintendents and 60 per cent golf club officials 
and PGA members. Following the seminar in Perth I 
had numerous people comment on the high quality 
of both speakers’ presentations and the seminar in 
general. 

I had the pleasure of hosting Steve at my home 
while he was in Western Australia and we spent 
many hours talking about the game of golf and 
other world issues. Many of these discussions 
were accompanied by a cold beer or chilled glass 
of wine...! I was also able to show Steve some of 
Western Australia’s finest golf courses and some 
tourist highlights. 

Steve was a fantastic guest and I am sure we will 
see him in Australia again. I will certainly be calling 
on Steve at his office in St Andrews the next time I 
visit the UK. I am sure there is a lot of potential for 
the AGCSA to work more closely with The R&A in 
the future thanks to Steve’s time spent here. Thanks 
must again go to Simone Staples for her efforts in 
pulling these seminars together in a relatively short 
time frame.

Daryl Sellar has also been working hard on Award 
modernisation, a very complicated and time 
consuming process. Daryl is making inroads but 
as you will appreciate this sort of re-classification 
is a slow process given that you are dealing with 
government departments and the associated red 
tape. If a member has any ideas or connections that 
may assist Daryl, please contact him.

We have a new AGCSA staff member at Clayton 
HQ. Lyndel Conway has joined us as our new 
membership co-ordinator, following on from Pip 
Dudley. Lyndel is settling in well and getting to grips 
with the AGCSA database and is already clearing 
the back log of work. Lyndel can be contacted at 
info@agcsa.com.au

As summer approaches we head into tournament 
season and the AGCSA wishes superintendents 
and their crews hosting events all the best with 
their preparations. At the 2009 Australian Open at 
NSW Golf Club, superintendent Gary Dempsey is 
setting up a designated area in his maintenance 
facility where superintendents and their staff who 
are visiting to watch the golf can catch up, have 
a bite to eat and enjoy a cool drink. The AGCSA 
will be helping Gary to promote this so we hope to 
see you there.  During Open week the AGCSA will 
also hold its quarterly Board meeting and host the 
second State Presidents gathering for the year.

In closing I would like to thank all members who 
have renewed their membership and supported our 
events this year. It is so much more worthwhile if 
an event is well subscribed and appreciated when 
so much hard work has gone into its preparation. 
Enjoy the newsletter.

Allan Devlin
Superintendent, Secret Harbour Golf Links

President,  AGCSA

Board Allan Devlin
From the

26th Australian Turfgrass Conference and 
Trade Exhibition
Gold Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre – 
21-25 June, 2010

Upcoming State Association Events
VGCSA: Turf Research Golf Day, 
Commonwealth GC, 12 Oct
GCSAQ: Education Day, Sanctuary Cove 
G&CC, 12 Oct
NSWTETA: Education Meeting, Bowral GC, 
27 Oct

NSWGCSA: Directors Meeting, Cabramatta GC, 
2 Nov
SAGCSA: Education Meeting, Mt Osmond and 
Mt Lofty GCs, 5 Nov
STA NSW: Sportsman’s Charity Luncheon, 
Parramatta Leagues Club, 13 Nov
GCSAQ: Turf Research Golf Day, The Glades 
GC, 16 Nov
NSWGCSA: Christmas Party, 2 Dec
GCSAQ: Christmas Party, Wet N Wild, 5 Dec
VGCSA: Christmas Dinner, Huntingdale GC, 
5 Dec

What’s On

AGCSA Events Calendar 
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2009 AGCSA Footy Tipping Competitions

Merrell and Goodbun top turf’s tipping honours

popular: The 2009 
AGCSA AFL and NRL tipping 
competitions again proved 
popular thanks to the support of 
sponsors Floratine and Simplot 
Pro-Line

A
GCSA members Brett Merrell (Desert 
Group, United Arab Emirates) and 
Matthew Goodbun (superintendent 
Newcastle Golf Club) have bolstered 

their bank accounts substantially after scooping 
the honours in the 2009 AGCSA footy tipping 
competitions.  

Merrell, who is a project manager for the new 
Tiger Woods Dubai development, picked up the 
2009 AGCSA AFL Tipping Competition, proudly 
presented by Floratine, by a single point from 
Longyard Golf Club superintendent Ben Norton-
Smith. While Merrell scraped home by the 
narrowest of margins, Goodbun’s victory in the 
2009 AGCSA NRL Tipping Competition, proudly 
presented by Simplot Pro-Line, was the biggest 
in the competition’s history.

A single point has separated the winners in 
previous years but with three perfect cards in 
rounds 8-10 Goodbun cleared out to an early lead 
and was never headed. He finished the season 
on 155 points, 13 points clear of his nearest rival 
and picked up the competition first prize of $500 
to go with the $150 he won for topping round 
eight.  For his efforts, Merrell also banked a very 
handy $700 first prize which together with two 
round wins earlier in the season saw him collect 
nearly $1000.

Both the AFL and NRL competitions were again 
heavily subscribed in 2009 with more than 450 
competitors vying for the prizemoney each 
week. A total of 52 punters and shed teams 
scored weekly prizes throughout the season 
(34 NRL and 28 AFL). The shed competitions 
again proved popular with no less than 70 sheds 
registered in each competition and both the AFL 
and NRL went right to the wire.

In the AFL, the honours ended up being shared 
by two Melbourne clubs – Commonwealth and 

Centenary Park. Commonwealth held a two point 
lead over Centenary Park heading into the final 
round, but could only manage four to Centenary 
Park’s six to see the first tie in the shed stakes. 
In the NRL Pambula-Merimbula Golf Club and 
Dubbo Golf Club were locked in a titanic battle 
all season, with the former prevailing by just 
two points. The final results and competition 
prize winners across both competitions were as 
follows:

AFL Individual Overall 
1st: 	 Brett Merrell, Desert Group UAE (143pts) 

- $700
2nd: 	 Ben Norton-Smith, Longyard GC (142pts) 

- $150
3rd: 	 John McDonald, Canberra Institute of 

Technology (141pts) - $100
4th=: 	Steve Marks, Enviromist; Brent 

McCracken, Commonwealth GC; Shane 
McGregor, Melbourne Grammar School; 
and Mathew Hartup, Pacific Harbour 
G&CC (138pts) - $25 each 

AFL Shed Competition
Winners: Centenary Park GC (VIC) and 
Commonwealth GC (VIC) - $250 each 

NRL Individual Overall
1st: 	 Matthew Goodbun, Newcastle GC 

(155pts) - $500
2nd=: Melissa Stanton, Sanctuary Cove G&CC 

and Peter Watts, Muirfield GC (142pts) - 
$125 each 

NRL Shed Competition
Winner: Pambula-Merimbula GC - $500 

The AGCSA thanks all members who entered 
this year’s AFL and NRL tipping competitions 
and especially sponsors Floratine and Simplot 
Pro-Line for their continuing support in helping 
the AGCSA run these very popular competitions.


